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Tuesdays at the Park 

Madisonville Business Chamber, Madisonville Community Council &  
The Madisonville Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation 

June 2021 

Tuesdays at the Park (TATP) is back! This a 
fun, family-friendly series of events that will 
happen at Bramble Park every Tuesday in 
June and July. Join us from 5:30-8:30PM each 
week for FREE kid raffle drawings and a 
different theme each week. We will have 
activities provided by various groups each 
week including: Artsville, Cincinnati Public 
Library, Community Recreation Center, 
Madisonville Community Council, Madisonville 
Community Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation, and many more. This event is a 
great way to see some old and familiar faces 
as well as make new friends with neighbors 
you have yet to meet. Come out and get to 
know your neighborhood as we get out and 
play as a community. We hope to see you 
there! Make sure to follow us in social media to 
stay up to date on TATP as well as many other 
exciting events to come!  

Facebook: @tuesdaysatthepark  
Instagram: tuesdaysatthepark 

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
https://www.facebook.com/tuesdaysatthepark
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In this crazy year of cancellations and missed celebrations it is refreshing to come together for family, 
friends, and fellowship. This year, Madisonville will celebrate the Golden Anniversary of New Life Temple 
Church. In lieu of our traditional letter from leadership, we will celebrate with our neighbor and share their 
invitation to come together as Madisonville Family. 
 

Kate Botos 
Madisonville Community Council President 

Letter From Leadership 

Calling Madisonville Community – Families and Businesses! 
 
New Life Temple Church is celebrating its 50th Year Anniversary with the Madisonville Community. The 
Family Community Picnic will be held July 17, 2021, from 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM in the church parking lot, 
4836 Ward Street, Cincinnati, OH 45227.  You 
are invited to join in the fun – including games, 
food trucks, music and more! 
 
The late Dr. Rev. Ralph Godfrey, Sr., had a 
passion to evangelize and teach successful 
living through Kingdom Principles. That led 
him to teach bible classes, and eventually 
found the church in February 1971; originally 
known as Harvest Time for Christ, New Life 
Temple Church. The church expanded and 
outgrew several locations in Madisonville 
before becoming established in its current 
location. 
 
Pastor Godfrey Sr. was known as one of the 
leading ministers in the region, with a focus on 
building relationships with communities; locally 
and worldwide.  He walked out his God-
ordained destiny though evangelizing and 
pastoring for over 40 years. With a pastor’s 
heart, he traveled the world, preaching the 
gospel and ministering in healing. During his 
later years, his son, Dr. Ralph Godfrey, Jr., co-
labored with him to fulfill his purpose in 
equipping the saints for the work of the 
Kingdom. Dr. Ralph Godfrey, Jr., is the current 
Sr. Pastor of New Life Temple Church. 
 
New Life Temple serves the community by 
encouraging people to discover, develop and 
walk in their purpose. A Pastoral Staff serves 
in various capacities to assist others to develop in the knowledge of Kingdom praxis, principles, gifts, 
skills and talents. Here are a few crucial ministries that assist the Madisonville Community: Pastor Davis 
Brown Jr., Christian Education Department of NLT, counseling of couples, and Grief share Ministry. 
Pastor Hurshel Davis, Care and Share, Prayer and Beatification Ministries. Pastor Tom Katenkamp, 
Evangelist, Prison and Celebrate Recovery Ministries. Pastor Anthony Davis Sr., the Youth, Men’s 
Ministries, as well as Ministry of Helps. Additional groups that provide assistance to the community 
include the Women's Ministry and Health and Wellness Ministry. 
 
For more information about NLT or the Family Community Picnic, visit the website 
at newlifetemple.church.org or call the church office at (513) 561-5120. 

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
http://newlifetemple.church.org/
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Dubwerx 
 

www.dubwerx.com 
 
 

Can you describe your business?  
Dubwerx is an independent service facility for Volkswagen, Audi, and Porsche automobiles. More 
than that, we hope to help change the way people interact with auto repair and make it a better 
experience. 

 
What made you choose this type of business?  

I’ve always been interested in how mechanical things work and working with my hands.  
 
What inspired you to start your own business?  

It became obvious to me years ago that owners of VW and Audi vehicles loved their cars but that 
there were not enough places to repair their vehicles.  And I liked working at my own pace. 

 
What is your background and how did you develop the skills to start your business?  

I graduated high school but not college. I learned how to repair cars on my own by trial and error. 
About 10 years ago I hired a business coach that helped me move from working on cars to 
understanding finance, marketing, sales, management, and what I call the mini-MBA for small 
business.  

 
What has been your biggest challenge?  

There is and has been a shortage of skilled labor (mechanics) for a long time. 
 
To what do you attribute your success?  

At a young age I attended a Montessori school. I learned to work at my own pace, work with my 
hands, and enjoyed learning new things for the sake of knowing them as there were no grades.  

 
Which small businesses are you inspired by?  

Anyone who has followed their passion and also found a way to stand out in terms of quality, 
customer service, profitability, and taking care of their employees. Accomplishing all of those things 
is extremely rare.  

 
How do you juggle multiple responsibilities?  

I created a google doc that is a combination of a calendar and a to-do list. I would be lost without it. 
 
What sets you apart from everyone else?  

If you mean Dubwerx, it’s that we’re not like other shops. Our staff is carefully chosen and trained to 
take what is for most people a loathed experience and make it great. If you mean me, that’s a tough 
question. Compared to others in my industry I would say empathy. And the typical patience, hard 
work, work smart, etc. 

 
What’s the nicest thing a customer has ever said to you about your products/service?  

Some version of “I love my car and I’m so happy to have found someone who also loves these cars 
and understands how to help me make it last.”. 

 
What would you want Madisonville area residents to know about your business?  

We love our home in Madisonville and hope to be here a long time. We’d like to be more involved in 
the community although most of us work long hours and live in other communities as well. And of 
course, we’re happy to service your VW, Audi, or Porsche vehicles.  

Getting to know our Madisonville Businesses 

Interview with Ryan Clo  

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
http://www.dubwerx.com
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Madisonville Curb Appeal 2021 Nominations 
 
Deadline for nominations is Friday, June 18. Email nomination with 
the Nomination Address, Owner or Tenant Name (if known) and 
Contact Info (if known) to beautification@ourmadisonville.com. 
Winners will be announced on Facebook and Next Door and at the 
Madisonville Garden Tour on Sunday, June 27.  
 
Contact beautification@ourmadisonville.com for additional 
information about the Curb Appeal Contest or the Madisonville 
Garden Tour.  

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
mailto:beautification@ourmadisonville.com
mailto:beautification@ourmadisonville.com
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At the May 2021 Madisonville Community Council (MCC) Meeting, proposed bylaw changes were introduced 
to the General Body, by Vice President Charlie Foster, for discussion.  After the year in review of public official 
behaviors, indictments, and concerns voiced from many residents questioning both City Policy as well as what 
MCC was doing to protect the community, it was determined that the Madisonville Community Council needed 
to be at the forefront of changes to protect the organization from any appearances of malfeasance.   
 
Included in these proposed changes were the following highlights surrounding conflict of interest, non-compete 
protections and changes to the business member dues amount: 

• Conflict of interest: 

• A resident with financial interest in a project must recuse and abstain from voting. 

• Starting in Election cycle 2021, Officer candidate cannot hold current board position on partnering 
Madisonville Leadership organizations (MCURC, MBC).  

• Must not have been an officer of MCURC, MBC in past 12 months (non-compete clause). 

• Starting in Election cycle 2023, Officer candidate cannot hold current board position, nor current 
committee chair with our partner organizations (MCURC, MBC). 

• One business – 1 vote, (amount of dues to be listed in standing rules as $10.00). 
 
Much discussion was ensued. Residents were split on what should be the appropriate measures taken to 
ensure the integrity of the Madisonville Community Council.  At the request of resident, Ann Boland, the 
Madisonville Community Council President Kate Botos contacted Invest in Neighborhoods for additional 
guidance. Wanting to ensure that there was no conflict with the City of Cincinnati Charter, President Botos also 
reached out to the City Solicitor’s Office. While City attorneys could not provide legal advice to the MCC, 
they suggested looking to the conflict of interest rules applicable to directors and officers of nonprofits 
generally such as, for example, of the duty of loyalty owed by board members to the organization.  They 
recommended the Ohio Attorney General’s website as a resource, including its guide for charity board 
members as a starting point. 
 
They also observed that, while the City does not mandate what provisions must go in a community 
council’s bylaws, City Ord. 220-1989 and certain city programs (NSP, NBDSF, NBDIP, etc.) require that 
community council bylaws contain certain provisions to participate in those programs.  Accordingly, they 
also recommended the MCC work through its neighborhood development officer to ensure that 
amendments to its bylaws do not present any broader issues.  
 
When speaking with Department of Community and Economic Development neighborhood representative 
Marc Von Allman, he advised that our MCURC Executive Director, Elishia Chamberlain, siting her extensive 
work with the ADD district in NKY, would be the best neighborhood resource for questions concerning conflict 
of interest and ethics review pertaining to non-profit bylaws.   
 
Unable to comment further, due to concerns from her board, MCURC Elishia Chamberlain, sited the four main 
pillars of fiduciary obligations, specifically State Law as it pertains to:  

• Duty of loyalty 

• Establish a written policy for dealing with conflict-of-interest situations. These should include 
procedures for written disclosures from board members concerning business dealings with the charity 
or those seeking to do business with the charity. 

• Not engage in any transaction that hurts the charity or in any activities that compete with the interests 
of the charity or result in any personal advantages based on the charity’s business dealings. 

• Disclose any financial interest and abstain from discussions and votes on transactions when the charity 
proposes to enter into a business relationship in which a board member holds an interest. 

 
The Madisonville Community Council will further review bylaws for vote at the outdoor meeting at the 
Madisonville Recreation Center on Thursday June 17th.  The meeting will also be available via live streamed 
via Zoom for those wishing to participant at home. For more information on proposed changes and state ethics 
law,  go to: https://www.ourmadisonville.com/member-documents  

Bylaws Changes: Are We Protecting the Organization 
or Hindering Leadership? 

Kate Botos, Madisonville Community Council President   

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
https://www.ourmadisonville.com/member-documents
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John P Parker School to Host Bench            
Dedication June 29th at Bramble Park 

A project, three years in the making, will culminate with a 
bench dedication at Tuesdays at the Park on June 29th at 
5:30PM. City Council Members, School Board Members, and 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission and the Cincinnati Park 
Board have all been invited to participate in this moment as 
the recently graduated 6th Grade Class at John P Parker 
(JPP) officially donates their bottle cap bench to 
Madisonville’s own Bramble Park. This is a beautiful gift to the 
community that all started with an idea from 3rd grade 
students three years ago. 
 
In 2017- 2018, the 3rd grade students at JPP led the 
Madisonville Community to recycle 527 lbs. of plastic bottle 
caps that benefitted two schools. The students decided to 
study recycling as part of their GEL focus that year.  Teachers 
integrated science, social studies, mathematics, and writing 
into the project which also included field excursions to 
Greenacres in Indian Hills and Rumpke’s Landfill.  
 
After learning that plastics are one of the least degradable materials in the world, they decided they 
wanted to decrease the amount of plastics in the landfill by recycling plastic caps into a bench. JPP 
reached out to the Madisonville Community for support.  All year long, the students collected caps from 
families and local businesses. Their goal was to collect 500 lbs. of plastic caps that the 3rd graders could 
then turn into an 8-foot bench. 
 
In May, the 3rd graders counted and added up their caps into bunches of 50 lbs. in trash bags. With the 
help of our community businesses like Cincinnati Public Schools-Treasurer’s Office at the Board of 
Education as well as Artsville, Lala’s, Cookoo’s, and countless residents, the students collected 527 lbs. 
of caps. 
 
Students traveled to Evansville, Indiana, the boyhood home of President Abraham Lincoln to tour Green 
Tree Plastics. There the 3rd graders recycled their caps into benches and received plastic animals as 
souvenirs.   Upon returning, the JPP students learned that a school in Oberlin needed additional caps to 
reach their goal. Our students donated their excess to them to assist those students with reaching their 
goal.  The project was so successful that each 3rd grade class since 2017, has collected for the “bottle 
caps to benches” program resulting in two benches on school grounds as well as one bench to be gifted 

to Bramble Park. 
 
JPP prepares our students for college and career readiness, 
knowing that they have the responsibility to make a difference in 
the world and the ability to do great things. Congratulations to our 
now 6th grade graduates as they embark on the next adventure 
and continue to change the world through Global Citizenship!  
Join them as Madisonville, the City of Cincinnati, and the 
Cincinnati Public School district say “Thank You, and Job Well 
Done” on June 29th at the bench dedication.  
 
*John P. Parker’s Global Environmental Literacy Program is open 
to students in grades PK-6. Students will benefit from learning that 
integrates the five components of global environmental literacy—
Global Citizenship, Environmental Literacy, Health and Wellness, 
Service Learning, and Digital Technology. John P Parker School - 
Where we have courage to achieve great things and make a 
difference in the world!  https://parker.cps-k12.org 

 

Want to advertise your business to 
several THOUSAND households? 

Want to support the community 
news publication in the process? 

Purchase a 1/8 page 
advertisement for $350 or a 1/4 

page for $500. 
Advertisements are 

Business Card 
Style. You may 
include: logo, 
email, phone, 

address, website information, and 
slogan. For more information or to 

purchase advertising space, 
please contact: jordan@mcurc.org  

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
https://parker.cps-k12.org
mailto:jordan@mcurc.org
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Can you introduce yourself? Tell me your name, what year you are in school, and anything 
else you’d like the neighborhood to know about you. 

Hi, my name is Jacob Harrison and I am a junior at Shroder High School. 
 

What’s your favorite part of going to Shroder? 
My favorite part about going to Shroder is that we’re just one big family. It’s really fun being a 
student athlete because you gain a lot of respect from other people, but you can’t forget that 
you’re a student first and athlete second. 

 
Tell me about your experience as a student athlete. What sports do you play and how long 
have you played them? What are your favorite positions on those teams and do you have any 
favorite sports stories? 

I’ve been playing football since I was four years old. Football is really my first love. This year, I 
actually decided to run track for the first time. In football, my favorite position is Strong Safety. It’s 
like you control and see everything on the field.  

 
Tell me about your favorite teacher or staff member at Shroder. Why are they your favorite 
and what do they bring to the community? 

To be honest I don’t have one favorite 
teacher at Shroder. They are all great 
in their own way and I can’t just pick 
one. 

 
What are your big goals for the future? 
Where do you see yourself in 5 or 10 
years? 

I want people in the neighborhood to 
remember my name, because in 5-10 
years I will be the neighborhood hero. 
My big goals in the future are to go and 
get a 4 year degree in college. If my 
dream comes true, I will play in the NFL 
until I can’t walk anymore. That’s how 
much I love football! 

 
High schoolers can be great role 
models for younger kids. What example 
do you hope to set for the younger 
generation? 

I want to show the younger generation 
that it’s important to give back to your 
community, and I want to do that with 
my neighborhood Madisonville. For the 
younger generation, I just want them to 
stay in school and stay safe. 

Our Madisonville, Our Future 
Interview with Jacob Carpenter  

Madisonville News continuously looks for inspiring, extraordinary neighborhood youth to spotlight.   
If you know of anyone that you feel might be a good fit for this, please send an email to 

communications@ourmadisonville.com.  

Interview with Jacob Harrison  

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
mailto:communications@ourmadisonville.com?subject=Youth%20Spotlight
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A Look Back In Time 

Immediately prior to the Civil 
War, Madisonville was a 
nearly all-White community. 
Just after the war ended, 
however, there was an influx 
of African Americans into 
Madisonville, coming mostly 
from Kentucky. The 1870 
census shows a total Black 
population of 72 persons in 
Madisonville. There were a 
dozen Black households, in 
addition to individual African 
Americans living in White 
households. Madisonville was 
just under four percent African 
American. 
 
Of the twelve Black heads-of-
household in Madisonville in 
1870, at least three – Hiram 
Fields, Harrison Delaney, and 
Samuel Covington – were 
Union veterans who had fought with Black regiments. Over the next decade or so, at least three 
more Black veterans moved to Madisonville: Harrison Hubbard, Louis Baughman, and Phocien 
Hopper. 

 
Some of these veterans came to know each other. For example, 
the African American veteran Louis Baughman went to work as a 
farmhand for a White veteran named William Shattuc, and 
Baughman lived in the Shattuc household. Another White veteran, 
James Ferris, hired the teenaged son of a Black veteran named 
Samuel Covington. It’s likely that a shared history of military 
service helped African Americans establish a foothold in 
Madisonville. 
 
Phocien “Fortune” Hopper was one of Madisonville’s veterans. He 
was from Kentucky and had served with an artillery unit. After the 
war, he married Mildred Crawford of Berea, Kentucky. She was the 
daughter of a prominent African American preacher named 
Anderson Crawford, a close associate of John Fee, the founder of 
Berea College.  
 
Phocien and Mildred lived in Madisonville for some time, and then 
in 1890, Mildred returned to Berea to take college classes, at a 
time when few African-American women attended college. She 
then returned to Madisonville and became a nurse. She represents 

the emergence of an educated black middle class. Phocien and Mildred Hopper have a fine 
tombstone in Madisonville’s United American Cemetery. 

Chris Hanlin, Local Historian  

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
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It’s been 25 years since our federal government last passed a gun safety law: That’s 25 years of 
families being devastated as their loved ones were killed or wounded, 25 years of survivors and 
activists demanding change, and 25 years of the gun lobby and its allies standing in the way of 
overwhelmingly popular, life-saving legislation. But now, that wait can finally be over. 
  
We deserve more than thoughts and prayers from our elected officials and our Senators Rob 
Portman and Sherrod Brown can be part of the solution. We need the US Senate to take action on 
background checks, to keep guns away from people who shouldn’t have them. 
  
In 2020, Cincinnati saw a record number of fatal and non-fatal shootings*. As a proud Madisonville 
resident and Moms Demand Action volunteer, I find this unacceptable. The idea that we have spent 
12+ months quarantining from one pandemic (COVID-19) to lose neighbors to a gun violence 
epidemic is heartbreaking. I urge our Senators to do what is right for our country and our 
community, and vote to pass background check legislation.  
 
Join me in demanding our Senators do more. Call Senators Portman and Brown at their Cincinnati 
offices and ask them to pass H.R. 8 requiring unlicensed and private sellers to conduct background 
checks on all gun purchases. 
 

• Sen. Portman: 513-684-3265 
• Sen. Brown: 513-684-1021 

 
We need more than thoughts and prayers to prevent gun violence –– we need action. And that 
begins with background checks and common sense gun laws. 
 
(About Moms Demand Action: Moms Demand Action is a grassroots movement of Americans 
fighting for public safety measures that can protect people from gun violence. We pass stronger gun 
laws and work to close the loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our families. Learn more at 
MomsDemandAction.org) 
 
*https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2020/12/12/cincinnati-homicides-2020-deadliest-year-
record/6526097002/  
 
 
This piece expresses the views of a local resident and are not specifically endorsed by the 
publication. The Madisonville News is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. 
We’d like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here is our email: 
communications@ourmadisonville.com 

Quarterly Art Contest 

If you are an artist or someone who enjoys expressing themselves through art, submit 
your masterpiece to be considered for our next newsletter!  

 
All submissions can be sent to: coloringcontest@ourmadisonville.com 

Tell Sen. Portman & Brown:  

It’s time for federal gun safety laws   

 Ann Albi, Opinion Contributor   

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org
http://www.MomsDemandAction.org
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2020/12/12/cincinnati-homicides-2020-deadliest-year-record/6526097002/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2020/12/12/cincinnati-homicides-2020-deadliest-year-record/6526097002/
mailto:communications@ourmadisonville.com?subject=Madisonville%20Op-ed
mailto:coloringcontest@ourmadisonville.com?subject=Art%20Contest%20Submission
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Contact Us 

Community Council:  

www.ourmadisonville.com 

@MadisonvilleOH 

 

MCURC: 

www.mcurc.org 

@MadisonvilleCURC 

513-271-2495 

 

Business Chamber:  

www.MadisonvillebBC.com 

513-394-6645 

 

For more information and to 

view the online version, visit 

us at 

www.ourmadisonville.com/

newsletters 

http://www.madisonvillebc.com
http://www.ourmadisonville.com
http://www.mcurc.org

